The "Mickey Mouse" aortic root: a peculiar transesophageal echo finding.
In the setting of aortic valve regurgitation, aortic valve incompetence can be caused by several mechanisms. Dilatation of a sinus of Valsalva is one possible cause of severe aortic valve regurgitation. Transesophageal echocardiography provides useful information for planning aortic root surgery by accurately describing the functional anatomy and mechanism of aortic valve dysfunction. The dilatation of a sinus of Valsalva can be easily seen in a two-dimensional short axis view of the aortic valve. When dilatation of the right sinus of Valsalva is present, the transesophageal echo view shows that the aortic root has a peculiar appearance, resembling the profile of Mickey Mouse. We suggest that a typical Mickey Mouse aspect of the aortic root, seen by transesophageal echocardiography, should prompt the recognition of dilatation of the right sinus of Valsalva as a mechanism of aortic valve dysfunction and lead to the appropriate reparative surgical technique.